SNUFF-TAKING.                           335

at Windsor walking with the King, George III.,
when, to the great delight of the Eton boys, she
applied her finger and thumb to her gold box, out of
which her Majesty appeared to have fished a con-
siderable quantity, for the royal nose was covered
with snuff both within and without.

All the old ladies in London took a prodigious
quantity. I once called upon the old Duchess of
Manchester in Berkeley Square, when she did me
the honour to offer me a pinch of her best snuff.
I was then young, but nevertheless accepted the
Duchess's offer, and snuffled up a decent quantity;
which made me sneeze for at least an hour after-
wards, creating much mirth in the drawing-room,
where many persons were assembled. The Duchess
observed how happy she would be if snuff could
have the same effect upon her nose as it had upon
mine.

George IV. always carried a snuff-box; but it
appeared to me as if his Majesty took snuff for
fashion's sake. He would take the box in his left
hand, and, opening it with his right thumb and
fore-finger, introduce them into this costly reservoir
of snuff, and with a consequential air convey the
same to the nose ; but never suffered any to enter;
indeed, those who were well acqxiainted with his
Majesty frequently told me he took snuff for effect,
but never liked it, and allowed all of it to escape
from his finger and thumb before it reached the
nose.

I should say that the majority of men of fashion
at the period I am speaking of carried snuff-boxes.
If you knew a man intimately, he would offer you
a pinch out of his own box; but if others, not sogave instructions to her silversmith to
